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INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA IN VICINITY OF REFUGEES--Geneva--An outbreak of cholera in Mozambique 
has spread to the district of Chimoio, which includes the key centre of 
Rhodesian refugees who are to be repatriated before the February 27 election, 
it was announced yesterday. Mr James Beckett, a spokesman for the office 

of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, which is in charge of 
the repatriation, said the report gave cause for concern, lIana-AP reports. 
However, it was too early to say whether this could possibly delay the refu- 
gees’ return because of vaccination needs and possible quarantine measures. 
The World Health Organisation's weekly epidemiological bulletin said Chimoio 
and three other Mozambique districts, Mueda, Meconta and Nacada Porto, were 
“newly infected areas", It listed a total of 688 cases in Mozambique during 
the last three weeks of December, with 67 deaths. [Text] [Salisbury THE 
HERALD in English 19 Jan 80 p 1] 


CSO: 5400 








AUSTRALIA 


BRIEFS 


MALAPLA OUTBREAK IN TORRES STRAIT--The Queensland government has taken 
emecgency action following an outbreak of potentially deadly malaria in 
the Torres Strait. The health minister, Sir William Knox, said today a 
six-member medical team had been sent to Thursday Island to halt any 
further transmission of the disease. He said three cases had occurred 
on (Moa) Island, and at this stage ic appeared that disease transmis- 
sion had been restricted to the locality. Sir William said over recent 
months the Health Department had been warning that malaria could be 
reintroduced into Australia asc a local disease following increased 
traffic to and from nearby countries for business and other reasons. 
The minister said an inquiry would be irstituted into the movement of 
people to Papua New Guinea and those traveling to the islands from that 
country. [Text] [0W231923 Melbourne Overseas Service in English 

1230 GMT 23 Jan 80 OW] 


CsO: 5400 








BRAZIL 


GOVERNMENT CONCERN OVER POLIO SPREAD PKOMPTS ACTION 
Polio Incidence Rates Cited 
Rio de Jz ‘irc O GLOBO in Portuguese 6 Jan 80 p 6 


[Text] “racili, -Endemic disease with periodic epidemic outbreaks averaging 
three in 3 years and affecting city areas predominatly--this is the nature 
of poliomyelitis, a disease which had a high incidence in Brazil in 1975, 
reaching a level of 3.2 cases per 100,000 inhabitants. 


Statistics show an increase in the number of cases of poloimyelitis in the 
last 5 years: the total number of cases in the country reached 2,2%4 last 
year from 1,074 in 1974 and after reaching a peak of 3,433 in 1975--an in- 
crease in excess of 200 percent in that period. 


In analyzing the statistical table by Brazilian areas, one cau see the rela- 
tively low incidence--and an increase lower than the overall average--in the 
North and Central West, areas of reduced urbanization. The South and South- 
east show a high increase, exceeded in that period by the Northeast only-- 
an area in which urbanizaticn was also stepped up and which showed an in- 
crease of 260 percent in the period analyzed. 


Parana, where there is a serious outbreak--39 cases with 17 deaths since last 
November--has always had a high incidence of the disease. In 1976, 154 
cases; 1 year later, a peak of 279, which dropped in 1978 to a total of 95 
cases; ard a new increase last year (20/ cases) all served as a harbinger 

of the ovtbreak now cccurring, principally in the Uniao da Vitoria azea, 
which is to be visited yet this week by Minister of Health Waldir Arcoverde. 


The figures in the table cover the periods showm up to and including 30 
November 1979. 


Vaccination 
The current incidence--which is even increasing throughout the couwitry's 


South, such as in Sao Paulo, Santa Catarina and Rio Grande do Sul--induced 
the Ministry of Health to schedule a vaccination campaign within the next 








2 months; it is to begin in March and calls for the immunization of 20 million 
chiidren~ between the ages of 2 months and 5 years. The ministry has already 
provided the states hardest hit with 1,446,000 doses of vaccine and is keep- 
ing another 7,520,000 doses in stock, sufficient iz Minister ¢rcoverde's 
opinion to immunize 85 percent of the endangered child population. He con- 
siders vaccination the only way to control the disease, “effective, easy to 
apply and available to any state Secretariat of Health,” according to him. 


"With the vaccination of 85 percent of the endang~.ed ratients, poliomyelitis 
will be under the control of the Federal Government within 2 years," the 
minister of health predicts. 


In this connection, the national Immunization Program committee is meeting 
in Brasilia tomorrow to draw up directives for action tc be taken against 
poliomyelitis. With regard to the South, where it is feared the outbreak 
will become worse, 1.25 million doses have already been delivered: 500,000 
to Sao Paulo, 300,000 to Parana, the same quantity to Rio Grande do Sul and 
150,000 to Santa Catarina. 


The Disease and Its Outbreaks 


The ministry's statistics show that the most serious outbreaks curred in 
1970-1971 and 1975-1977. In the latter period there was a ten ‘vy for the 
disease to strike urban areas where 71.5 percent of the cases wer. seported; 
there was a slight predominance in male children and the mortality rate was 
14 percent. 


With regard to age, the 1975-1977 outbreak is broken down as follows: 65 
percent were children from 1 to 4 years of age, 28 percent were less than 

l year old; 5 percent were between 5 and 9; and 2 percent were 10 years old 
or more. With respect to vaccination, the figures are as follows: 80 per- 
cent of the children affected h:.i not had any injection; 8./ percent had had 
one dose; 5.5 percent, two doses; 4.4 percent, three doses; and 1.4 percent, 
more than four doses. 


In the 3 years of the outbreak the mortality rate was 13.6 percent in 1975 
and 1977 and 14.4 percent in 1976. The occurrence of aftereffects caused 

by the disease--paralysis of the lower limbs--was 12.7 percent, scrious 
cases; 19.7 percent, average intensity; and 23 percent, minimum effect; 6.9 
percent had no aftereffects. As for the virus, the overwhelming predominance 
was that of type I ‘nvolving 85.4 percent of the cases; 2.3 percent involved 
type II and 12.3 percent, type III. 

















Cases of Poliomyelitis by Major Areas 














Major Area 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 
North 54 49 276 124 50 84 
Northeast 329 788 942 1,089 743 866 
Southeast 423 1,711 766 576 534 831 
South 179 399 234 432 lll 296 
Central West 89 546 240 178 273 157 
Brazil 1,074 3,433 2,458 2,399 1,711 2,234 
Cases of Poliomyelitis Reported by State Health Secretariats 

Areas and States 1976 1977 1978 1979 
North 276 124 50 84 
Rondonia -- 38 4 13 
Acre 1 19 7 2 
Amazonas 52 39 4 51 
Roraima 16 1 l -- 
Para 205 15 30 17 
Amapa 2 12 4 1 
Northeast 942 1,089 743 866 
Maranhao 31 12 37 9 
Piaui 24 50 33 74 
Ceara 162 141 169 88 
Rio Grande do Norte 31 52 46 48 
Paraiba 44 68 60 72 
Pernambuco 230 511 143 256 
Alagoas 60 45 41 82 
Sergipe 57 36 19 18 
Bahia 303 174 195 219 
Southeast 766 576 534 §31 
Minas Gerais 174 337 263 329 
Espirito Santo 75 36 45 116 
Rio de Janeiro 217 110 98 174 
Sao Paulo 300 93 128 212 
South 234 432 lll 296 
Parana 154 279 95 207 
Santa Catarina 44 83 6 77 
Rio Grande do Sul 36 70 16 12 
Central West 240 178 273 157 
Mato Grosso 30 54 50 38 
Goias - 108 189 88 
Distrito Federal 19 16 34 31 
Brazil 2,458 2, 389 1,711 2,234 











Nationwide Antipolio Campaign Launched 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 4 Jan 80 p 8 


[Text] Yesterday in Brasilia Minister of Welfare and Social Security Jair 
Soares and Minister of Health Waldir Arcoverde announced the launching of a 
national vaccination campaign against poliomyelitis to begin in March and 
immunize 20 million children between the ages of 2 months and 5 years. 


All the state and municipal secretariats of health are to be mobilized in 
addition to the INAMPS [National Institute for Social Security Medical Assis- 
tance] clinics. The ministries expect to give the vaccination house by house 
and motivate the people through films and radio broadcasts with the assistance 
of SECOM [Mass Media Secretariat]. 


According to Minister Arcoverde, the polio outbreak was expected, as it is 
cyclical, occurring every 3 years; however, it had already been controlled. 
By the sccond week of December there were 2,222 cases, and the official esti- 
mate is that 1979 will close with a total of 2,500 cases, killing 311i chil- 
dren. There were 2,468 cases in 1976, 2,398 in 1977 and 1,711 in 1978. 


Minister Soares advised that all states have sufficient vaccine and personnel 
to implement and distribute dosages. Even so, there is a stock of 9 million 
doses, and the Ministry of Welfare and Social Security will invite bids at 

the beginning of February for the purchase of 31,131,800 doses at an estimated 
cost of 36 million cruzeiros. 


In addition, the minister advised that during the first 3 days of the new 
year CEME [Central Enterprise for Medicines] distributed 1,446,000 doses 
throughout the country to replenish and strengthen stocks and that, in 1979, 
70 million doses were distributed. "The problem is not a lack of vaccines 
but, rather, that of the people who are apparently not sufficiently motivated 
to share in the responsibility for their own health," he observed. 


Minister Arcoverde explained that three doses are necessary for each child 

and that, in Brazil, no case has been reported of adults contracting the 
disease. He also said that an excess dose does no harm and that, with only one 
dose, a child can become ill but does not become paralyzed. He asserted that 
if 85 percent of the children considered most vulnerable (from 2 months to 

5 years old) are immunized this year, the epidemiological chain wil! be broken 
and the disease will no longer emerge in the form of outbreaks being control- 
lable through maintenance on a yearly basis. 


According to the minister of health, other diseases can also be controlled, 
such as measles, tetanus, whooping cough and diphtheria, for there is no 
lack of vaccines against those illnesses. 








Migratory 


In explaining in Sao Paulo why the capital has not yet succeeded in totally 
eliminating poliomyelitis, Jose Cassio de Moraes, director of the Ministry 

of Health's Information Center, attributed the cause to the constant migra- 
tory streams coming from poverty-stricken areas of other states and heading 
for areas in the metropolitan region which are equally poor. According to 
Moraes, these migrants, in addition to concentrating in peripheral and ex- 
tremely poor areas, as he says, where medical resources are scarce, are faced 
with economic problems, and how to obtain food and housing principally, whica 
end up taking precedence over all other considerations. 


In his interview in which he referred to statistics showing that 95 percent of 
the cases reported in Sao Paulo affect children up to 4 years of age, Moraes 
continuted to refuse to disclose the namese of the 11 municipalities border- 
ing the state of Parana where antipolio vaccination measures were considered 
unsatisfactory. His refusal, he explained, stemmed from a decision made by 
Secretary of Health Adib Jatene himself “in order not to alarm the people 

of that area and, as a result, cause a stampede to the local health centers 
which would not be able to give adequate care, not having facilities to 
handle emergency situations." However, he denies the reporting of any case 

of poliomyelitis in any of the 11 municipalities. 








BRAZIL 


HEALTH MINISTER REPORTS POLIO OUTBREAK THROUGHOUT COUNTRY 
Incidence in South Cited 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 12 Jan 80 p 9 


[Text] Yesterday, in Curitiba, the minister of health, Waldyr Arcoverde, 
revealed that there has been an unpublicized outbreak of poliomyelitis 
throughout the entire country. He explained: "For every case of infantile 
paralysis, another 10 children have mild symptoms, similar to those of a 
cold." The disease is worrying Uruguayan authorities so much that, yester- 
day, the public health minister of Uruguay, Antonio Canellas, reassured the 
population of his country by claiming that the outbreak of poliomyelitis 
affecting some of the southern states in Brazil is under control in Uruguay. 


The Brazilian health minister also stated that "the people who are going to 
become ill have already become ill," and, since the polio cycle occurs in 
2-year intervals, Brazil will not be subject to another outbreak until 1982. 
Without expressing surprise at the death rate in Parana, the minister guar- 
anteed that there was no deficiency or neglect on the part of his ministry 
in connection with the progress of the disease, arguing “our strategy was 
not adequate.” He explained: “The inoculation undertaken months ago did 
not reach 80 percent of the children under 5 years of age, a percentage 
capable of breaking the chain of possible transmission. The average in the 
country is only 45 percent, although in Sao Luiz do Maranhao, for example, 
only 4 percent of the children have been inoculated. Commenting that "no 
one is to blame for the problem," the minister called attention to "the 
lack of awareness among our population with regard to inoculation," and 
declared that the Ministry of Health must set up a new inoculation systen, 
"going from house to house.” 


The minister announced that, within 2 months, a program would be establish- 
ed (the Plan for Comprehension of Health and Sanitation Action), the goal 

of which is to set up services ranging from mother and child care to epi- 
demiological surveillance in localities with over 2,000 inhabitants. Nearly 
4 billion cruzeiros have already been made available for the establishment 
of the system of health units in the Northeast, the North, the West Central 
area, Espirito Santo and northern Minas. However, he reported that funds 








have not yet been decided upon for the entire program. He remarked: “I am 
not worried about money; I am worried about the creation of the bealth sys- 
tem. This would be the solution for controlling outbreaks, because the ino- 
culation drives are nothing but evidence of the failure of the public health 
services." 


After meeting with experts from the State Health Secretariat, Minister Waldyr 
Arcoverde announced that the outbreak of poliomyelitis in Parana is under 
control, despite the fact that another four cases have been reported during 
the past 24 hours. He also signed a single agreement between the Ministry 

of Health and the government of the state of Parana covering all the areas 
for which the ministry and the Health Secretariat are responsible, involv- 
ing the sum of about 100 million cruzeiros, to be divided as follows: over 

77 million cruzeiros for foodstuffs, and slightly under 20 million cruzeiros 
for mental health, laboratories and mother and child care. 


Today, the minister will go to Florianopolis, and then to Rio Grande do Sul, 
where cases of poliomyelitis are also being reported, as in Parana. He claim- 
ed that the disease hit the South{in mid~October, but gave assurance that the 
outbreak in Santa Catarina is under control, and “Rio Grande do Sul is remain- 
ing silent." 


More Cases Reported 


Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Jan 80 p 9 


[Text} Since last Sunday, the Parana Secretariat of Health has received re- 
ports of 11 more cases of poliomyelitis, with two deaths, making 53 cases 

of the disease with six fatalities, this year alone. Despite the larger num- 
ber of cases in comparison with December, when there was another outbreak, 
the epidemiological control section of the Secretariat still maintains that 
"the situation is under control." 


Among the six children reported with polio yesterday, one from Iguatemi, in 
Mato Grosso do Sul, where he may have contracted the disease, is hospitaliz- 
ed in Cascavel, in the southwestern part of the state. The Parana health 
authorities notified the Mato Grosso Secretariat of Health of the case yes- 
terday. Today, and for the next few days, Oscar Alves, the health secreta- 
ry of Parana, will tour 11 towns, including some in areas close to the border 
of that state. The secretary is concerned over the inadequacy of inocula- 
tion coverage in the interior. 


According to Dr Paulino Kotaka, from the Secretariat, some health districts 
are far from the goal of covering 80 percent of children up to the age of 

4, because, "the campaign in the interior began on 4 January. However, by 
the end of the month the first dose of Sabin will have been given in all the 
municipalities in the state.” He himself also guaranteed that there are no 
instances of concentration of the disease, such as occurred last month in 














Uniao da Vitoria. “Sporadic cases are still being reported, and this should 
continue for some time, but there is no longer an incidence of a high fata- 
lity rate." 


Measles and typhoid fever are twe other diseases besides poliomyelitis which 
have become a matter of concern in the health districts of the southwestern 
region of Parana. At the beginning of this year, 12 cases of measles were 
reported in Salto do Lonta, affiliated with the Francisco Beltrao health 
district, which had to inoculate 6,563 children aged from 6 months to 3 years 
in the area. In Pato Branco as well, district officials report that there 
have been several cases of measles outside of the age group, mainly among 
adults, when it appears more serious. 


In the locality of Dois Vizinhos, the problem is typhoid fever: A flood 
which occurred a few days ago on the Iguacu and Chopin Rivers, which divide 
the town, may have caused 1]1 causes of the disease. A total of 25,000 per- 
sons were inoculated, and there was a sudden decline in the incidence. 


Inoculation Drive Under Way 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Jan 80 p 9 


[Text] According to a report from the Ministry of Health, the plan for ino- 
culation against poliomyelitis which is scheduled to reach 85 percent of the 
population between the ages of 2 moiths and 5 years will be extended to 
other communicable diseases (malaria, yellow fever, meningitis, measles, 
whooping cough, tetanus and diphtheria) by the end of this year. 


This new directive, to be carried out starting in May, is aimed at breaking 
the chain of possible transmission and keeping those diseases under control, 
in addition to being the only means of avoiding outbreaks and epidemics that 
are repeated every 2 years on the average. The mass inoculation is included 
in the recommendations of the World Health Organization. 


According to experts from the Ministry, the new inoculation plans will be 
implemented by the SESP [Special Public Health Service] Foundation and by 
SUCAM [Superintendency for Public Health Campaigns], in conjunction wit! the 
Health Secretariats. The state agencies already have supplies of vaccine to 
begin the programs, and further doses will be provided by CEME [Central En- 
terprise for Medicines] after the survey is made of the requirements for the 
states and territories, and the federal district. The Ministry's Division 
of Communicable Disease Control will collaborate on that survey. 


In addition to urging the population through the mass media to have children 
inoculated, the Health Ministry has scheduled house-to-house inoculation ir, 
the poorer areas. Since the budgetary funds for 1980 are meager (11.5 bil- 
lion cruzeiros), the Ministry may possibly have to seek further appropria- 
tions to be made available by SEPLAN [Planning Secretariat]. 


10 








Ma ee ee 


According to the health authorities, the antipolio inoculation ip the south- 
ern part of the country will end in May. The first dose of the vaccine has 
already been administered; the second will be given in March, and the third 
in May, when the first dose will begin in the rest of the country. 


The health surveillance system for both polio and the other communicable di- 
seases will also be intensified. For example, the Health Secretariats will 
be required to give weekly notificztion to the Ministry on the incidence, 
the population groups most affected, fatalities and details regarding the 
di: noses. On the basis of this information it will be possible to set up 

a k.ad of chart that will afford control over the spread or a decline in 
communicable diseases. 


In Czmpinas 


The hospitalization, yesterday afternoon, of another child with infantile 
paralysis raised the number of cases of poliomyelitis reported in the Cam- 
pinas area during the first 15 days of the year to seven. Two of the seven 
cases occurred in the small municipality of Santo Artonio de Posse, 32 kilo- 
meters from Campinas, where the children were taken and admitted to the Al- 
varo Ribeiro Hospital. 


The authorities of the Health Secretariat, who claim that there is no out- 
break of poliomyelitis in the area (an opinion that is not shared by the 
regional health director in Campinas, Denir Zamariolli, who claims that 
there is “almost an outbreak") have, nevertheless, decided to sponsor a 
mass inoculation starting today in the peripheral areas of the town. This 
campaign will last until next Sunday, and is scheduled to reach 7,000 chil- 
dren under 4 years of age. 


National Outbreak Denied 
Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 17 Jan 80 p 18 


[Text] Another child has died in Parana, the victim of poliomyelitis. The 
case was reported in Guarapuava, in the central part of the state, bringing 
the number of deaths due to the disease this month to seven. Another child 
was hospitalized in Curitiba, where 128,000 dosesof Sabin vaccine have al- 
ready been administered during the mass inoculation campaign that is under 
way in the capital and the interior. 


In this regard, the Sao Paulo Health Secretariat denied the existence of 
an outbreak, and reported yesterday that the antipolio inoculation is being 
intensified in the Campinas area, where seven cises have been reported 
since the beginning of the year, immunizing children under 4 years old 

who have not yet received the three doses of Sabin. 





In Parana, nearly 900,000 doses of the vaccine have been administered to 
date. Yesterday, the health secretary, Oscar Alves, who will tour all the 


ll 








health districts by the end of the month, so as to personally observe the 
inoculation system, was in four towns in the western part of Parana, where 
the rate of administration of the first dose was still far below the desired 
goal. Only one municipality completed the inoculation campaign. It was 
Uniao da Vitoria, where the outbreak was described as an epidemic. In Sao 
Paulo, the head of the Health Secretariat's Information Center, Jose Cassio 
de Moraes, stated yesterday that he did not believe that an outbreak of the 
disease was occurring in Sao Paulo, claiming that it was not occurring in 
the country either. As Cassio de Moraes explained, there are isolated cases 
in various parts of the state and the country, and therefore he would not 
describe this as an outbreak on a national scale. 


The two children attacked by infantile paralysis in Santo Antonio de Posse, 


32 kilometers from Campinas, are still hospitalized, but the Heaith Secre- 
tariat is still awaiting confirmat’°n of those two cases. 


2909 
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BRAZIL 


MALARIA ON RISE IN PARA, RONDONIA 
Cases in Para Hamlet 
Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO BRASIL in Portugu:sze 5 Jan 80 p 6 


[Text] Belem--The Maraba branch of SUCAM [Superintendency for Public Health 
Campaigns] reported 120 cases of malaria in Palestina, hamlet on the outskirts 
of Sao Joao do Aragvaia, last month alone. In this area medical assistance 

is meager, facilities are inadequate in the small clinics of the Special 
Public Health Service Foundation [FSESP], medicines are scarce, and there is 
only one doctor in the entire area. 


This report was made by a group from the basic communities of the Sao Joao 
do Araguaia area meeting in Belem with Dr Almir Gabriel, president of the 
FSESP. 


The Situation 


To improve health assistance in the area, the basic communities established 
this group to carry out the work of administering siaeie types of medical 
treatment: handing out certain remedies, giving injections, noncomplicated 
deliveries. The communities themselves are absorbing the costs of the treat- 
ment of the sick. 


In more serious cases the patients are sent to Araguatins or Maraba. The 
cost of the 2-hour automobile trip from Palestina varies between 500 and 
700 cruzeiros. Those living in Vicinais need 5 to 6 hours. 


In the interior of Sao Joao do Araguaia complicated deliveries nearly always 
end in death. In the village of Sao Jose a woman died from hemorrhaging due 
to lack of medical assistance. 


The group which went to Belem is made up of Maria Alves, Joao Rodrigues 
Silva, Dorival Jose Periera and Alexandre Pereira dos Santos. Thev: resi{de'in 
Vicinal [, Palestina and the outskirts of Transamazonica. 
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Rendonia Threatened With Epidemic 
Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 4 Jan 80 p 5 


[Text] Porto Velho--The level of malaria increased 20 percent in Rondonia 
in the first month of continuous rains, according to information received 
yesterday from SUCAM officials who fear that the outbreak may reach the pro- 
portions experienced last year when schocls and other municipal buildings 
were converted into emergency clinics. Numerous cases of malaria were also 
reported in the capital as a result of the many waterways which surround 

the city's neighborhoods. In the interior the municipalities hardest hit 
were Ilha Iracema and, in the bottom land, Madeira and Ariquemes. 


3568 
CSO: 5400 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


LOWER INFANT MORTALITY RATE--According .o information released by the secre- 
tariat, infant mortality in the state of Sao Paulo broke the barrier of 50 
deaths per 1,000 live births for the first time in the decade of the 1970's. 
Figures furnished by the SEADE Foundation for October show that the infant 
mortality rate per 1,000 was 47.18 (48.30 in the capital; 50.46 in the metro- 
politan area of Greater Sao Paulo; and 46.59 in the interior). The cumulative 
annual mortality rate (November 1978 through October 1979) was 59.80 (63.53 
in the capital, 65.60 in Greater Sao Paulo and 57.87 in the interior). These 
figures represent a substantial reduction from the period of November 1977 
through October 1978 in which the rate was 65.33 in the capital, 71.07 in 
Greater Sao Paulo and 64 in the interior. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro JORNAL DO 
BRASIL in Portuguese 30 Dec 79 p 8] 8568 


PRO-HEALTH PROGRAM LAUNCHED-Brasilia--By February the Ministry of Health will 
allocate 860 million cruzeiros to the states through a single agreement 
“which will mark the beginning of a program of basic health measures--the 
Pro-Health Program," according to information given yesterday by Mozart de 
Abreu e Lima, the ministry's secretary general. The states of the Northeast, 
North and Central West are to be given priority and will receive a greater 
allocation than the others. In addition to those funds, the states will 
receive 1.2 billion cruzeiros in food from the Food and Nutritional Insti- 
tute, an organization connected with the ministry, as part of the program of 
food supplement, also included in the Pro-Health Program. An average of 33 
million cruzeiros will be distributed quarterly, the manner in which the 
allocation is spent being the prerogative of the state health secretariats 
subject to the ministry's control. To supervise and control, teams of ex- 
perts from various divisions of the ministry are being trained to guide 

the secretariats in implementing the program. The first 5 teams will visit 
the various states beginning 14 January and will return to Brasilia with 

the agreements duly signed by the governors and state secretaries of health. 
According to the ministry's secretary general, the objective of the overall 
agreement is to decentralize health activities so that they may be developed 
in accordance with the specific needs of each region. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 
0 GLOBO in Portuguese 8 Jan 80 p 6] 8568 
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DISEASE AMONG PARANA INDIANS--The disease which killed four Indian children 
in Palmas, 300 kilometers from Curitiba, and which has kept another three 
confined to the hospital, may not be whooping cough, but rather a type of 
virus the main symptom of which is a rather heavy cough. However, the exact 
diagnosis will not be available until after laboratory tests ordered in Sao 
Paulo have been completed, which should occur next week. The doctors treat- 
ing the two children confined at the Clinic Hospital in Curitiba stated, the 
day before yesterday, that in the event that the diagnosis shows a virus 
rather than whooping cough, the preventive work to be done by FUNAI [Nation- 
al Indian Foundation] in the other Indian reservations in the south would 

be more difficult; because there is not yet a vaccine for the four or five 
types of virus which cause the so-called whooping cough.” One cf the doc- 
turs gave a reminder that, “Whooping cough is caused by a type of germ 
against which there is already effective immunization.” [Text] [Sao Paulo 

O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 16 Jan 80 p 10] 2909 
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CUBA 


JUNIOR, SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS GET MENINGITIS SHOTS 
Havana GRANMA WEEKLY REVIEW in English 13 Jan 80 p 1 
[Article by Jose de la Osa) 


[Text] As of January 6, a total of 2 754 484 children and youths under 20 
in Cuba's 14 provinces and the Isle of Youth special municipalitv have been 
vaccinated against meningccoccus meningitis. 


This disease is caused by a bacterium calied meningococcus which is wide- 
spread throughout the world and affects mainly children and young adults. 
Owing to an observed increase in the number of cases of this disease in 
the past two years, a massive vaccination campaign began two months ago 
and will continue until January 31, 


The first symptoms of the disease can occur within 24 to 48 hours of the 
onset and include headaches, vomiting, high fever, changes in alertness 
and sometimes a red or hemorrhagic rash develops on the inner thighs and 
the elbow joints. The diagnosis is made by showing the presence of menin- 
gococcus in the cerebrospinal fluid obtained by doing a lumbar puncture or 
by an examination of the blood called hemoculture. The effectiveness of 
treatment depends to a large extent on how early the disease has been 
diagnosed, 


The National Office of Hygiene and Epidemiology of the Ministry of Public 
Health urged all parents, especially those in City of Havana province, with 
children from three months to four years old not attending day-care centers 
to take their children to the nearest polyclinic from 5 p.m, to 8 p.m. to 
be vaccinated against the disease. This had to be done in coordination with 
the zone office of their Committee for the Defense of the Revolution since 
the vaccination ampul contains 50 duses and once opened, is good for only 
three hours. 


This call also applies to all those who were not vaccinated at their day- 
care centers, elementary, junior high and senior high schools. 


Our country imported 4 million doses of antimeningococcus vaccines worth 
approximate] one million dollars. 
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This vaccine, which is effective for a bit over a year, is not contraindi- 
cated against any type of treatment the child may be receiving, and should 
be postponed only if the child has fever or an active virus. 


This disease is transuitted in a form similar to that of respiratory infec- 
tions, by personal contact, and the meningoccoci become localized in the 
nasopharynx not only of those who have the disease, but principally of the 
carriers, those who harbor the germ but show no clinical signs of che 
disease. Since the beginning of this campaign to date, the number of cases 
of meningococcus meningitis detected in the country has decreased. 


CSO: 5400 
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


GOVERNMENT ADMITS MALARIA OUTBREAK--Public Healti: Secretary Dr Jose 
Rodriguez Soldevilla has confirmed the existence of a malaria outbreak 
in this country. However, the health secretary said that charges in 
this regard by a group of doctors of the Dominican Liberation Party (PLD) 
were made extemporaneously. The PLD doctors should not think that with 
their statement they are making a new discovery since early this year 

I stated that the country was experiencing increasing cases of malaria, 
Dr Rodriguez Soldevilla said. He added that his office is aware of the 
fact that the disease does exist and that at no time has he tried to 
deny or hide it since he has the data on it. Public Health Secretary 
Dr Jose Rodriguez Soldevilla explained that among the factors gen- 
erating malaria in this country is the proximity of Haiti where 57,000 
cases of malaria were detected last year. He indicated that the 
clandestine crossing of the border by Haitians has contributed to the 
increased cases of mala:ia in the Dominican Republic. In this regard, 
Dr Rodriguez ‘oldevilla stressed that the Public Health Secretariat is 
developing a number of measures to fight and eradicate the disease in 
our country. [Text] [FL281347 Santo Domingo RADIO MIL NETWORK in 
Spanish 1000 GMT 28 Jan 80 FL] 


CSO: 5400 


19 











GHANA 


SUGAR SHORTAGE CAUSES HEAVY USE OF SACCHARIN BY BAKERS 
Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 11 Jan 80 p 1 


[Text] The Ghana Standards Board has expressed concern about the present 
indiscriminate use of Saccharin (drug for diabetic patients) by some bakers 
and confectioners as a substitute for sugar in their products. 


The board is, therefore, in close consultations with the Ministries of 
Trade and Health to ascertain the total quantity of saccharin imported into 
the country annually and how it is utilized. 


Reliable source close to the board explained in Accra yesterday that since 
saccharin was imported for medicinal purposes, the board would co-operate 
with the health authorities to see to it that the drug was not misused by 
ignorant individuals. 


A survey conducted by the "Times" in Accra revealed that a number of bakers 
operating in the Dansoman, South Odorkor suburbs use saccharin as an arti- 
ficial sweetner to prepare bread. 


Most of these bakers when contacted said they had resorted to the use of 
saccharin solution popularly referred to in Akan as “asikyire nsu" because 
their weekly sugar allocation was not sufficient for their needs. 


At the same time, the use of saccharin drug has become widespread among 
confectioners and porridge sellers. 


Investigations also revealed that all sugar bread that have a whitish 
instead of brownish appearance have been baked with saccharin. 


Saccharin-made bread also has a rough exterior and has an unusual attrac- 
tion for flies because of the excessive sweetness. 


Investigations 


Further investigations showed that a majority of the bakers obtain their 
supply of saccharin from a local chemical laboratory and a pharmaceutical 
firm situated at the Industrial Area in Accra. 
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Last year specialists at the national laboratories in America--Food and 
Drug Federal. Agency--revealed in a worldwide statement that unregulated 
use of saccharin could cause cancer of the bladder and the urinary track. 


Meanwhile, the Dansoman workers vigilante group has mounted an anti-sac- 


charin campaign with the view of exposing all bakers who indulged in the 
use of the ‘poisonous’ drug. 


CSO: 5400 
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INDIA 


DRUG-RESISTANT BACTERIA A REAL PROBLEM 
Madras THE HINDU in English 14 Jan 80 p 16 


[Text] New Delhi, 13 Jan. Drug resistant strains of typhoid germs, first 
observed in Kerala in 1972, have spread to several parts of India, a Delhi 
microbiologist has warned. 


Dr K. B. Sharma, Chief Microbiologist at the Lady Hardinge Medical College 
(LHMC), said reports of resistant strains of dysentery and diarrhea had 
also come from several states. 


The situation was a cause for concern since artibiotics, hitherto consid- 
ered a panacea for bacterial diseases were increasingly proving useless in 
the treatment of these diseases. 


Twenty-five microbiologists, including three from Britain and France, are 
meeting here tomorrow to review the problem posed by drug resistant bac- 
teria at a 3-day conference organized by LHMC and the University Grants 
Commission. 


Typhoid and other intestinal diseases are caused by germs belonging to 
the "Salmonella" group. Studies by the Salmonella center at LHMC had re- 
vealed that several strains of different Salmonella germs had acquired 
resistance as well as virulence posing a major problem in treatment, par- 
ticularly of infants. 


Dr Sharma said in 6 years the resistant typhoid strains had spread from 
Calicut to Ernakulam and Trivandrum, and to Madras, Madurai, Poona, Bom- 
bay and as far as Amritsar. 


"Chloromphenical," the standard antibiotic against typhoid, is no longer 
useful in treating typhoid caused by these resistant strains. 


The Central Research Institute in Kasouli, which analyzed 822 Salmonella 

strains from animal and human sources, found 690 cf them resistant to at 

least one antibiotic. Some 102 of the strains were resistant to three or 
more antibiotics. 
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Dr Sharma said resistant strains of "Salmonella Typhimurium" had spread to 
Madras, Poona, Bombay, Calcutta, Vellore, Mysore, Hissar, Pantnagar, Calicut, 
Manipal and Belgaum. 


According to Dr Sharms, all the strains of dysentery causing "Shigella" 
germs isolated at an outbreak near Vellore, were resistant to antibiotics. 


On the whole, drug resistance had been found in 18 types of Salmonella 
bacteria in the country. 


Dr E. S. Anderson, from Britain, told PTI that indiscriminate use of anti- 
biotics had led to the emergence of resistant strains of Salmonella species. 


He said it had become a problem, particularly in developing nations where 
there was no control in the sale of antibiotics. 


Dr Anderson had been, until recently, Director of the World Health Organi- 
zation International Center for drug resistance in enteric bacteria in 
London. 


He said antibiotic resistant strain of "Salmonella Typhimurium" had oc- 
curred in the entire West Asia involving nine countries, and also in South 
America, where it caused some 30 percent mortality in affected infants. 


Dr Anderson said Britain had banned the use in animals of those growth- 
promoting antibiotics that were also used for treatment in humans. 


Dr Anderson said there was no specific solution to the problem other than 
being cautious in the use of antibiotics.--PTI 


CSO: 5400 
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INDONESIA 


TUBERCULOSIS VACCINATION PROGRAM DISCUSSED 
Jakarta SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 18 Nov 79 pp 1, 12 


[Excerpts] The incidence of tuberculosis has not fallen; on the contrary, 
it has tended to rise, although tens of millions of children have been given 
Bacille Calmete Guerin (BCG) vaccine. Hundreds of millions of rupiah are 
spent annually for this immunization program. 


During the First Five-Year Plan, 35 million children up to 14 years of age 
were vaccinated with BCG; 15 million were vaccinated during the Second Five- 
Year Plan. The target for the Third Five-Year Plan is 15,199,614 children. 


Dr Guno Wiseso PH, chief of the Immunication Subdirectorate, General 
Directorate for Prevention and Control of Contagious Diseases of the Health 
Department, said the cost of the BCG vaccine was 150-200 million rupiahs 
per year. 


He could not provide details on the overall cost of the program, because it 
is lumped together with other vaccination programs, such as that for smallpox. 


Dr A. Adhyatma MPH, director general of the Directorate for the Prevention 
and Control of Contagious Diseases, confirmed that the rate of tuberculosis 
incidence was 6 per 1,000. 


He told SINAR HARAPAN that this is high. It is based on microscopic investiga- 
tion. If we did biologic investigation, the total might be even greater." 

"It wastes money, and produces no results,” said Dr Bambang Sutrisna MHS of the 
Epidemiology Section, Public Health Department of the University of Indonesia, 
referring to the vaccination program, which has been underway for years. 


A young instructor who recently returned from the Johns Hopkins School of 
Public Medicine said the government should look into the use of the Paris 
strain of BCG. "To determine its effectiveness," he told SINAR HARAPAN. 


According to him, the government does not want to use vaccine from abroad, 
particularly if its effectiveness is unclear. He said the government had 
never held a controlled test of BCG vaccination, to ascertain its effective- 
ness. 
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Bambang Sutrisna confirmed that, based on research in several nations, the 
effectiveness of the BCG vaccine varied from one nation to another. Several 
tests indicated that it was very effective, but other experts indicated 

the effectiveness was not consistent. 


Adhyatma noted that the effectiveness depends on the potency of the vaccine. 
The BCG vaccine used in Indonesia, a derivative o. the Paris strain, is 
regarded as potent. 


As evidence, the director general indicated that there are side effects which 
took place when Indonesia converted to the Paris strain. [In the past, when 
a Japanese strain was used, there were no reports of side effects. 


Bambang Sutrisna noted that tests of BCG vaccine in a district in India 
surprised local experts by indicating that the vaccine was not entirely 
effective. 


The daily INDIAN EXPRESS of 30 January 1979 reported the results of a 6-year 
study. In the period 1971-1977, 400,000 persons were used as subjects. 


In accordance with the instructions of the Public Health Department, University 
of Indonesia, a study was conducted of the Paris and Copenhagen strains, 
that is, Strain 11732 P2 from Paris and Strain 1331 from Copenhagen. 


Since vaccination has been carried out for many years with no drop in 
tuberculosis victims, Bambang Sustrisna questioned the effectiveness of 
BCG vaccine. 


Although the effectiveness of the program is doubted, epidemiology experts 
do not wish to halt the program, since they would have to replace it with 
another program. 


He proposed that Indonesia use a different strain and dosage for each of the 
major islands, and watch further developments carefully. 


According to Bambang Sutrisna, the proper strain for Indonesia would be known 
in about 5 years. The results would be useful for Indonesia, and for the 
world at iarge. 


The costs would be high, ne noted. Yet, it wouid be of great benefit, compared 
to the program of vaccination now used, which is also expensive. 


The director general, Prevention and Control of Contagious Diseases of the 
Department of Health confirmed that Indonesia would receive $10 million from 
the United States and $3 million from UNICEP during the Third Five-Year Plan 
for BCG vaccination, smallpox, DPT and TFT. The government is budgeting 

1.2 billion rupiahs for these programs in the first year of the Third Five- 
Year Plan. 


9197 
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INDONESIA 


HEALTH SITUATION IN SOUTHEAST SULAWESI IMPROVING 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 13 Nov 79 p 8 


[Text] Attacks of gastroenteritis in Southeast Sulawesi have been greatly 
reduced. Outbreaks still occur in variovs places, but they are not as 
severe as in previous years. 


The chief of the District Health Department of Scutheast Sulawesi, 
Dr Uksim Djambo, announced this to the press in Kencari, in connection with 
National Health Day. He did not provide details on this reduction. 


He said the reduction was due to the Samijaga Program, aimed at drinking 
water and toilet facilities, which was implemented during the Second Five- 
Year Plan. 


According to Uksim Djambo, protection against gastroenteritis is no longer 
achieved by vaccination. This is because the effectiveness of the vaccine 
was just 20 percent. There must be an active education program to prevent 
the disease. The people must insure that their drinking water is uncon- 
taminated. 


In addition to gastroenteritis, Southeast Sulawesi also is troubled by malaria 
and respiratory, digestive and skin diseases. Diseases that have been over- 
come are frambusia and smallpox. 


Uksim Djambo said health services are very satisfactory, compared to the 
previous five-year plan. All subdistricts in this area have public health 
centers, and there are medical clinics in villages remote from public health 
centers. Of the 43 public health centers in Southeast Sulawesi, 27 have 
doctors. 


There are 50 doctors in Southeast Sulawesi at present, including three 
specialists (a pediatrician, a surgeon and an obstretician) who serve in 
the Kendari Provincial General Hospital. These doctors are assisted by 
1,127 paramedics. The number of doctors is very small, compared to needs. 


Ideally, there should be a doctor for every 5,000 people. Based on the 
population of Southeast Sulawesi, which numbers about 840,000, there is a 
doctor for every 16,800 persons. 


However, the situation is much better than it has been in the past. In 1968, 
there was just one dictor in Southeast Sulawesi--the head of the Provincial 
Health Service. Until the middle of the First Five-Year Plan, nurses served as 
chiefs of regency health services, and as heads of hospitals. 
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JAPAN 


BRIEFS 


HEPATITIS CURE PREDICTED--Fukuoka Dec 20--A medical expert at the Cancer 
Research Center in Tokyo reports he has succeeded in introducing into 
bacteria the gene responsible for producing “interferon” a protein which 
can cure chronic hepatitis and influenza. Dr Tadatsugu Taniguchi, a 
hepatitis expert at the institute, made known his innovation at the 
final-day session Thursday of the 20th convention of the Japan Molecular 
Biology Association at Kyuden Hall. In his report read at the meeting, 
Taniguchi said a large quantity of the specific gene for interferon was 
produced in colon bacillus. Interferon is believed to hold promise as 

a specific remedy against chronic hepatitis, influenza and other viral 
diseases in humans. [0W201443 Tokyo KYODO in English 1201 GMT 20 Dec 79 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


MEDICAL OFFICER DENIES CHOLERA REPORT--The medical officer in charge of 
Taveta Hospital, Dr Muga, has said there have been no confirmed cases of 
cholera at that hospital, as one of the local daily papers alleged last week. 
Dr Muga said that the local daily had said one person had been admitted to 
the hospital suffering from the killer disease, with another 15 people de- 
tained for observation. He said the newspaper report was false. What 
ha»pened was that one person, Mr (John Orwa), crossed the border from 
Taizania and since that Tanzania area was infected with cholera, health offi- 
ciils picked him up for examination. [passage omitted] [Excerpt] [LD231150 
Nairobi Domestic Service in English 0400 GMT 23 Jan 80 LD/EA] 


HEALTH MINISTRY DENIES BORDER SEALING--The Ministry of Health has refuted 
reports by local newspapers that Kenya has sealed off its border with Tan- 
zania to cumbat the possible spread of cholera into the country. According 
to the Deputy Director of Medical Services, Dr (Syongok), no positive 
cholera case has been detected on the Kenyan side of the border. /ie said 
that no one so far had been treated in hospitals suffering from the 
disease, as has been reported by local newspapers. Instead the Ministry 

of Health does not require any health permits, such as a vaccinaion certi- 
ficates against cholera, for an individual to enter the country, even when 
travellers originate from affected areas. [Text] [LD181736 Nairobi Domestic 
Service in English 1000 GMT 18 Jan 80 LD/EA] 
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MALAYSIA 


DISCREASE IN INCIDENCE OF CERTAIN DISEASES REPORTED 
Polio Incidence 
K ala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 6 Nov 79 p 15 


[Text } 


KOTA KINABALU, | Siderable impact in the 
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supply and latrine He added that the de- 

projects being im-| partmem had filled the 

plemented. posis of medica! officers 
The State Director of | of 

Medical Services, Dr | had 

Mechiel Chan said that | the various 

the public health pro- | grammes 

gramme had made con- | Services. — Bernama. 





29 











No Recent Cholera Cases 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 15 Nov 79 p ll 


[Text ] 


KUALA LUMPUR, | 69 feod samples taken 
Wed. — Peniasular fer examiaation, he 


Malaysia was declared 
terday. the 1,904 water samples 
Health Ministery Tan | examined, 66 were 
Sri Chong Hon Nyanin | found te centais 
Ley my tn Pa cholera germs. 
Bat Se Go bast days, He said other pre: en- 
A Hy or carriers | tive measures tab in- 
bees reported. cluded the the disiafec. 
This year 11,570 wells | tien of 1568 latrines 





Fewer Dengue Cases 


Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 27 Nov 79 p 8 





[Excerpt] KUALA LUMPUR, 


lem in y Apes Sd = 
though number o 
cases reported since 
1974 is on the decline. 


number of reported 
dengue cases had 
dropped to 464 last year. 
“However, we still 
consider the disease a se- 
rious problem and threat 
Ft Bang may em ny 
t . 
“It is a disease that 
needs to be stamped out™ 
he added 


Encik Jawan was 
at the 


of a two-week Worl 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) regional work- 
shop on “Detecting 
Viruses 


the 
Mosquito Innoculation 
Technique” at the In- 
stitute for Medical Re- 
search here. / 
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RHODES IA 


BRIEFS 


ANTHRAX CASFS--Bulawayo--Thirty more cases of anthrax have been reported 
and two people have died in the Bulawayo erea since January 9, but there 
have been no deaths this week, Bulawayo's Medical Officer of Health, Dr E. 


F, Eatson, said yesterday. [Text] [Salisbury THE HERALD in English 19 Jan 
80 p 7) 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


BRIEFS 


JIZAN MALARIA CAMPAIGN--His excellency tne minister of health, Dr Husayn 
Jaza‘iri, made the first field trip to the Jizan area. Accompanying him 
on the trip were the director general of preventive medicine, Dr Hashim al- 
Dabbagh, his excellency's technical consultant for malaria and bilharzia, 
Dr Samir Islam, and the director of the Anti-Malaria Department, Mr ‘Umr<a 
Katib. The purpose of the trip was to observe the prevention and sp: aying 
campaign in the malaria afflicted areas to determine the extent to which 
these campaigns, which are being conducted by the Ministry of Health's 
General Preventive Medicine Department, are being useful and effective in 
Stamping out malaria in the region. In another area, his excellency the 
sealth minister held a meeting following his returr with officials in the 
ministry, attended by the undersecretary for health affairs, Dr Muhammad 
al Saehir, and the undersecretary for financial and administrative affairs, 
Mr [brahim Hakim, with whom he studied alleviating all financia’ and admin 
istrative obstacles facing these campaigns. He also issued directives to 
the competent bodies in the ministry to reduce obstacles to intensifying 
thecampaigns, which will have the effect of reducing the rate of afflic- 
tions with this disease. /Text/ /Jiddah 'UKAZ in Arabic 31 Dec 79 p 4/ 


SOUTHERN MALARIA CAMPAIGN--Recently the Ministry of Health began its inten- 
sified campaigns to combat and eliminate malaria in the Southern Province. 
Preparations have actually been made for these and all water collection 
sites and swamps have been sprayed with medicines and insecticides approved 
by the minister of health Dr Husayn al-Jaza'iri, accompanied by Dr Hashim 
al-Dabbagh, director general of preventive medicine in the ministry, has 
made a visit to the Southern Province to ascertain how far the campaign 

has progressed and succeeded. The ministry is making this campaign to 
eliminate accumulations of mosquitoes causing malaria in areas where they 
congregate. The ministry has also carried out guidance procedures with 

the inhabitants in order to combat mosquitoes causing malaria and hac asked 
municipalities to fill up all swamps, spray water sites, constantly main 
tain public sanitation and cleaniiness, and spread information about this 
inside children's schools in order to help make the campaign a success. 
This campaign by the ministry is occurring in the wake of the campaign 
which recently ended and which the ministry had carried out by inoculating 
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against infantile paralysis in order to eliminate this disease. All radio 
and television media facilities are helping the Ministry of Health in its 
preventive medical campaigns. /Text/ /Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 8 Jan 
80 p 3/ 


MALARIA CAMPAIGN GOALS--Dr Hashim al-Dabbagh, director general of preven- 
tive medicine at the Ministiry of Health, talked to AL-RIYADH about the can- 
paigns the ministry has been carrying out to eliminate malaria in the var- 
ious provinces of the kingdom. The goal of the campaign of spraying with 
permanent-effect insectic‘des, which is going on in areas afflicted with 
malaria, is to stop the transfer of contagions of the disease in these 
areas by eliminating the insects carrying the contagious phase of the 
malaria parasite and shorten the life of the insects so that the malaria 
parasite cycle will pct occur within the insects, as well as to reduce the 
density of the insects bearing malaria. In addition, a number of campaigns 
will ve carried out with permanent-effect insecticides for the second ses- 
sion of the fiscal year 1979-80 in the months of mid-January through mid- 
March. These will encompass Jizan, Najran, Mahil, Bayshah, al-Layth, the 
valleys of Jiddah and Medina, and Khubayr. At the end of his statement 

Dr al-Dabbagh urged citizens to help make these kinds of campaign a suc- 
cess in order to maintain public health, stressing that it was necessary 
to observe reasonable sanitary methods as much as possible in order to 
eliminate contagious diseases which could spread if sound and sanitary 
techniques were not followed in water use of public sanitation procedures 
inside and outside homes. /Text/ /Riyadh AL-RIYADH in Arabic 9 Jan 80 

p 3/ 
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SENEGAL 


BRIEFS 


TUBERCULOSIS ON THE INCREASE--Tuberculosis is very widespread today in 
our country. Official statistics show 50,000 Senegalese suffer from this 


disease, or one out of 100 citizens. The specialists indicate that its 


incidence continues to increase. [Excerpt] [Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
19-20 Jan 80 p 4] 
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TANZANIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA ERADICATED--Morogoro--Chlorea, which broke out in Ifakara District 
last month, is now believed to have been eradicated after the last patient 
suffering from the disease, who had earlier been hospitalized, was released 
yesterday. Although the disease has been eradicated, neither the quarantine 
nor the restrictions and rules on the maintenance of cleanliness have been 
lifted in the district. [Text] [LD232352 Dar Es Salaam Domestic Service in 
Swahili 1700 GMT 23 Jan 80 LD/EA] 


NEW CHOLERA OUTBREAK--Dar-es-Salaam, 8 Jan--A new outbreak of cholera in 
Tanzania has claimed 32 lives, with three deaths reported yesterday in a 
previously unaffected area. she Government news agency Shihata said that 
three people died of the disease in the Korogwe District of Tanga region 

in the northeast, and 21 were hospitalized. In 1978, several hundred people 
were killed by a cholera epidemic sweeping the country's 14 regions. The 
disease surfaced again last month, affecting villages in the widely separated 
Mbeva, Morogoro, Kigoma and Kilimanjaro regions. [Text] [Rangoon THE 
WORKING PEOPLE'S DAILY in English 10 Jan 80 p 7] 


CSO: 5400 


35 








THAILAND 


NEW STRAIN OF GONORRHEA D*SCOVERED 
Banakok SIAM RAT in Thai 13 Dec 79 pp 1,12 


[Article: “Government Officials Have More Cases of Venereal 
Disease Than Tea Room Hostesses. A New Strain of Gonorrhea 
That Is Difficult to Cure Has Been Discovered" | 


[Text ] A new strain of gonorrhea has been discovered. This 
disease has become resistant to penicillin and has become 
more difficult to cure than before. At the same time, based 
on statistical surveys of those who have venereal disease, 
government officials who keep statistics on diseases have 
more cases of venereal disease than massage girls and tea 
room hostesses. AS a group, farmers show the fewest number 
afflicted with such diseases. 


Dr Sombun Watchrotai, the director-general of the Contacious 
Diseases Control Department and Dr Kalaya Suttisombun, the 
director of the Venereal Diseases Control Division, 
Contagious Diseases Control Department, Ministry of Public 
Health, have joined together in makina a statement about 

the venereal disezse situation. They stated that the main 
reasons for the spread of venereal diseases are the 
followino: 


1. Social conditions that change very rapidly. It is very 
easy for men and women to have sexual relations, for 
example. 


2. Problems in the medical sphere. For example, some patients 
like to buy medicine on their own. However, they do not know 
for sure what type of venereal disease they have and, 
therefore, the drugs do not have any effect. The disease 

is resistant to the drug because the different types of 


venereal diseases need different types of antibiotics to 
cure them. 
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Besides this, venereal diseases can develop a resistance to 
the drugs, as the new strain of gonorrhea has done. At 
present, the number of people in Thailand who are afflicted 
with venereal disease is increasing. As for this new strain, 
the bacteria develops on its own and generates pus that 
resists penicillin. This makes it difficult to treat the 
disease since using penicillin has no effect. Other ways 

to treat the disease must be found. In Thailand, this 
disease was first encountered 5 years ago. This year, 15 
percent of the people who have gonorrhea have this type of 
conorrhea, althouch only 12 percent were afflicted last year. 
The treatment is very difficult and expensive. Treating a 
person who has gonorrhea normally costs 50 to 60 baht 

per person but if the person has the new strain of gonorrhea 
the treatment costs even more, increasing to 100 baht. 


As for the statistics on venereal diseases in the 1979 
budget, with regard to the people who have entered hospitals 
of the Mini:try of Public Health for treatment, the following 
diseases have been identified: syphilis, 9,439 cases; 
aonorrhea, 177,853 cases; non-specifie urethraitis, 82,030 

cases; lymphogranuloma, 57,822 cases; and chancroid, 18,743 
cases. Also, it is estimated that the number of people 
throughout the country who really have venereal diseases 
reaches five times the number reported here. 


As for laborers who have venereal diseases, the greatest 
number of cases of venereal disease in the country occurred 
in 1978 when there were 68,054 cases, which was 21.6l 
percent of the total number of cases. After this group 
came government officials. This group had 53,678 cases or 
17.04 percent. The third group was composed of those 
people having special work such aS massage girls and tea 
room hostesses. This group had 50,vU08 cases or 18.88 
percent [sic]. As for the student population, there were 
44,137 cases of venereal disease or 14.01 percent. Farmers 
had the fewest number of cases, 27,836 or 8.84 percent. 


The age oroup with the greatest number of cases of venereal 
disease was the 20 to 24 year old group. In 1978, this 
group had 129,272 cases. In the 15 to 19 year-old group, 
there were 70,527 cases and in the 25 to 29 year-old group, 
there were 65,361 cases. 
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=FFORT TO HALT CHOLERA OUTBREAK REPORTED 


Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 17 Jan 80 p 1 


Text] 


ZAMB IA 


THE Government is to hold an emergency 


meeting today to work out a strategy to 


combat cholera which has 


already claimed 


21 lives since its outbreak a fortnight ago in 


Kaputa district, Northern Province. 


Some of the immediate 
measures the Govern- 
ment is expected to take 
are the restriction of 
movements across the 
border with Zaire where 
the disease has been 
reported, quarantining 
Kaputa district and ban- 
ning large gatherings in 
the area. 

A medical team has already 
been dispatched to the area 
to monitor and control the 
spread of the disease while 
another team is to leave soon. 

Assistant director of medical 
services, Dr Winford Lungu 
disclosed yesterday that about 
20 officials from six Govern- 
ment ministries and a number 
of other Government depart- 
ments will meet today to map 
out a common strategy to 
combat the killer disease. 

Among the ministries to 
meet are, Health. Home 
Affairs. Agriculture and 
Water Development, Educa- 
tion and Culture and Tourism. 
Representatives from _ the 
immigration and other depart- 
ments will also attend. 


Dr Lungu said this was a 
national problem which should 
not be left to the Ministry of 
Health alone to tackle. 

He said the disease broke 
out on the shores of Lake 
Mweru-Wantipa before 
spreading to the rest of 
Kaputa. 

He said 21 suspected deaths 
of cholera had been officially 
recorded so far, but he could 
not confirm the 30 people 
reported to have died of 
cholera by Northern Pro- 
vince member of the Central 
Committee, Mr Alex Shapi. 

Mr Shapi was reported on 
Monday as saying that the 
death toll had risen to 30 
after seven more had been 
killed. 


Death toll 


Dr Lungu said according 
to reports from his officers 
in the field, the death toll 
stood at 21 after ten more 
people died last week of 
suspected cholera. 

“We do not know about 
the figure of 30 dead, we only 
know of 21 suspected cholera 
deaths,’ he said. 
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His ministry has appealed 
for the restriction of cross- 
border movements with Zaire 
to help control the outbreak. 

Dr Lungu said the ministry 
might ban large gatherings, 
a measure already implemen- 
ted by Kaputa district secre- 
tary Mr George Mukela. 

The Immigration Depart- 
ment, he said, shuld help 
check the movements of 
people at the border because, 
“there is too much movement 
between Zambia and Zaire 
and the border is rather too 
long.” 

He said the ministry's main 
worry was that villagers and 
other people in the affected 
area should not go to Mbala 
otherwise the disease would 
spread further than Kaputa. 

Dr Lungu assured that there 
was no cause for panic as all 
cases were known and were 
being treated and arrange- 
ments were being made to 
send another team to the area 
to strengthen the team 
alrcady there. 

The first team sent consist- 
ed of health assistants, health 
educators and medical assist- 
«ants. The second team would 
consist of doctors. 
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Dr Lungu promised that the 
ministry would issue a con- 
clusive bulletin on the matter 
and strengthen the cholera 
committees in Northern and 
Luapula provinces. 

The first cholera outbreak in 
Zambia was reported in 
October 1978 when 36 people 
died in Mbala and Kaputa 
districts. 

The killer disease spilled 
into Zambia from north- 
eastern Zaire where it had 
claimed hundreds of lives at 
the time. 

Meanwhile. Zambians 
travelling on the 45 km 
Pedicle Read are net allomed 
to stop anywhere and are 
escorted by armed Zairean 
soldiers to ensure this is 
complied with. 

According to travellers from 
Luapula Province, no Zam- 
bians are allowed to go 
through the Pedicle on their 
own but no reasons for the 
new measures have been 
given 


Vehicle 


UBZ drivers and other 
passengers said once they 
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started off from Mwenda 
customs before Chembe 
pontoon no vehicle was 
allowed to stop along the long 
route for whatever reasons. 

The disease claimed 13 lives 
in the Mbala area in 1978. 
Confirming the deaths Dr 
Lumbwe Chiwele, at the time 
assured the nation however, 
that the disease would not 
spread to other parts of the 
country. 


A team of 82 ~~ 4 of 
Health personnel i ing 
doctors and  para-medical 
personnel which had been sent 
to Mbala combed the area 
between Mpulungu and Moshi 
village near the Zairean 
border. 


In March last year, fishing, 
tourism and other activities 
around Lake Tanganyika were 
suspended following an out- 
break of the killer disease 
there. Among those seriously 
affected by the ban was the 
Zambia National Tourist 
Bureau which closed its 
pleasure resorts 


On Tuesday this week 
Kenva announced it was 
closing its border’ with 
Tanzania following an out- 
break of cholera in Tanzania. 








ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


CHOLERA HITS KAPUTA--Public gatherings and selling of fish in Kaputa 
district have been banned with immediate effect following the recent 
outbreak of cholera in the area. The ban was imposed on Monday by Kaputa 
district secretary, Mr George Mukale, in a bid to contain the disease. 
Later reports said seven more people have died from cholera in Kaputa, 
bringing to 30 the number of people who have so far died from the killer 
disease, Northern Province Member of the Central Committee, Mr Alex Shapi, 
said. Confirming the outbreak of the disease in Kaputa, acting provincial 
medical officer, Dr Satya Prakash, said more medical staff had been sent 
:o the area to control the disease which was threatening to become worse 
chan the Mpulungu outbreak last year. Dr Prakash also appealed to Govern- 
nent departments to assist with transport, publicity and mass health educa- 
tion to the people in order to prevent the disease from spreading. James 
Shimanyula reports from Nairobi that Kenya has closed her border with 
Tanzania at three major check points to prevent the spread of cholera in 
the country. The sources said the closure of the border will remain in 
force until Kenya recei: 2s an assurance that the killer disease has been 
brought under control in Tanzania where hundreds have lost their lives.-- 
zana. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 16 Jan 80 p 1] 
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INTFR-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


SWAZILAND FACES FOOT-AND-MOUTH THREAT FROM MOZAMBIQUE 


Moabane THE TIMES OF SWAZILAND in English 20 Dec 79 p 8 


[ Text] 


SWAZILAND STILL 
faces a severe threat 
from the foot and mouth 
disease epidemic that 
broke out in  north- 
eastern Mocambique at 
the end of October. 


The Director of Vetimary 
Services in the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Dr. Austin Khoza. 
told Farmers Monthly that the 
— had spread iio 


along 
the ag of the Swaziland 
border, but that no occurances 
of the deadly disease had yet 
been reported in the Kingdom. 

“We are in constant contact 
with the health authoritjes in 
Mocambique They are simply 
unable to deal with the disease 
and that « by ther own 
admission. They say they don't 
have enough vaccine,’* said Dr 
Khoza who visited to 
Mocamtque after recziving a 
telegram that foot and mouth 
had broken out there 

He said that strict border 
measures were in force and that 
the patrols manning § the 
boundary had been reinforced 
in a coocerted bid to halt the 
flow of illegal immigrants from 
Mocambique. 

A ban has been imposed on 
the import of all plant and 
animals products except 
seafoods, from Mocambique. 
and people coming through the 


“Our biggest worry though 
is people crossing the boundary 


legally, and these are mainly 
refugees"’ said Dr. Khoza. 
Obviously they have to cat, 
and the provisions they bring 
accross could well the 
disease into Swaziland. far 
we have had undivided co- 
operation from the public who 
—_ been reporting cases of 


eel” legally." said Dr. Khoza. 


om. number of people have 

, but a lor 

= passed through 
unnoticed.” 

Swaziland has a second line 

of defence against the disease if 

it does cross the border. One of 


cloven-footed animals at the 
specified crossing points imto 

the rest of Swaziland 
Foot and mouth disease is 
mecurable and the only 
protection livestock have 
against it is 
The 


be the third 
undertaken this year compared 

to the normal two times. 
These precautionary 
extended 


only came mto Swaziland 
several months later after 
precaulonary measures had 
been dropped 


LETH tS 
. Bsete oe 
335 4a i 
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owdreak of the disease. 
Apparently the orgam sms had 
remained alive on his boots and 
infected jvestock im Canada 
when he took up a job on a 
farm there 
Livestock can become 
infected merely by smffing an 
object contaminated by the 
organs. Symptoms of the 
disease are sores in the hooves 


and bisters in the mouth. The 
amma! becomes lame, drools 
salva and refuses to walk far 
Or to cat 
Farmers suspecting their 
animals of foot and 
mouth are perro to report 
this to the nearest vetinary 
offal in the Lubombo 
district, officals are situated at 
T Sateki, 
Sihova Sitsatsaweni, 


Matsanjem: and at the border 
post at Mhiumeni. 

















the disease if it crosses the border. 
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BRAZIL 


INVESTIGATION OF FOOT-AND-MOUTH OUTBREAK ORDERED 
Sao Paulo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 15 Jan 80 p 8 


[Text] Campo Grande-~Yesterday, Governor Marcelo Miranda of Mato Grosso do 
Sul instructed the health secretary, Mr Walter de Castro, to make an “imme- 
diate, meticulous survey revealing the real extent of the outbreak of foot- 
and-mouth disease and the precautions that have been taken." He added: "I 
am very concerned over this situation which, in addition to involving the 
health of the population, could cause serious effects on the state's econo- 


my. 


While the secretary of health, Mr Walter de Castro, was engaged in the survey 
ordered by the governor, the municipal health secretary, Mr Manoel Catarino 
Paz, is of the opinion that there is some confusion in terminology, because, 
he claimed, the 12 cases reported in children to date are herbetic stomati- 
tis, a viral disease which causes foot-and-mouth lesions, resulting in great 
pain and saliva mixed with blood, in addition to high fever. 


Inspection 


The inspection in the municipality of Campo Grande has been intensified, 

and in the slaughterhouse of the same name, where cases of foot-and-mouth 
disease were discovered among hogs and bovine cattle about to be slaughtered 
at the end of the week, the number of inspections was redoubled. 


In the opinion of the head of the Campo Grande meating-packing plant, Mr 
Pavel Chramosta, “The local inhabitants have been living with foot-and- 
mouth disease for a long time, and I have never seen any of them contract 
that disease, despite the high index of animals that the inspectors con- 
demn before they are slaughtered for consumption.” The health authorities 
have focused their attention on the Campo Grande meat-packing plant and 
dairy, which distributes pasteurized milk to the entire municipality. It 
was accused by Mrs Maria Raulina Martins, mother of the child, Israel Mar- 
tins Nantes, the first one to be infected by the disease, because he con- 
sumed milk that had been pasteurized and distributed by the aforementicned 
dairy. 
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This dairy is the only one in the state which has constantly shown defects 
in its milk pasteurizing machines, and yet the product is packed and put up 
for sale in stores and supermarkets; and, by coincidence, when the first 
case of the disease occurred at the end of December, the Health Secretariat 
confiscated 155 liters of spoiled product. 


However, the veterinarian Maria Aparecida Pereira, chief of the Federal In- 
spection Service of the Ministry of Agriculture, does not think that the 
disease has been spread through the consumption of pasteurized milk." She 
said: “This is a disease with a different etiology, and not foot-and-mouth 
virus, because the outbreak is not focal, but is located in different areas." 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


SWINE FEVER THREATENS HERD--Campo Grande--Foci of swine fever discovered in 
various areas of the state by experts of the Mato Grosso do Sul Department 
for the Inspection and Defense of Agriculture and Cattle Raising (IAGRO) are 
endangering about 600,000 head of swine in the state. The foci of the dis- 
ease emerged because of the small quantity of vaccines distributed last year, 
only 2.5 million doses for a nerd of 10.5 million head, according to Major 
Daniel Assis Carneiro, representative of the Ministry of Agriculture. Al- 
though it is said in Campo Grande that more than 4,000 swine died in the 
last few days just in areas around the capital, both the head of the dele- 
gation from the Ministry of Agriculture and Rui Savari Leite, one of LAGRO's 
directors, deny the existence of ewine fever outbreaks in the state swine 
herd. Despite the denials of the Ministry of Agriculture and IAGRO represen- 
tatives, it is known that experts have already been sent to survey the ex- 
tent of swine fever in the cities of Tres Lagoas, Sidrolandia and Distrito de 
Sao Gabriel D'Geste, all in the vicinity of Campo Grande. [Text] [Rio de 
Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 5 Jan 80 p 17] 8568 
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FRANCE 


FARMERS REBEL AT IMOCULATING FARM ANIMALS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 5-7 Jan 80 p 14 


[Text] Incarcerated on the eve of Halloween in the prison of Angers for 
not having paid a fine of 2,400 francs sanctioning his refusal to inoculate 
his farm animals, Rene Menard, 45 years old, a farmer in Bourg d'Ire, near 
Segre (Maine et Loire), was released last Monday 31 December. 


His 2 months in prison made him, in this region of the Loire country, the 
seventh “martyr” to the cause of “organic” “biological" farming to which 
some of the top officials in the department of veterinary service have 
Strangely developed a hard line since the beginning of 1979. 


Former president of the national federation of syndicates for the defense 

of “biological” farming and protection of the vitality of the soil, of 

which he is still honorary president and also president of the French union 
for biological farming in Maine-et-Loire, one of the great “biological” 
currents, represented in France, Menard is one of those who, rejecting 
chemical fertilizers and advocating "non-violent" farming methods, go to the 
bitter end of their principles by refusing compulsory inoculation of their 
farm animals. 


Grouped around Racineux, a former farmer from Chateaubriand (Loire-Atlanti- 
que) who todey has become the "Joan of Arc of the biological rebellion"*, 
these rebels against the legislation in force can be counted in tens in 
Loire-Atlantique, Maine-et-Loire and Vendee. Three of them, farmers from 
the region of Retz in Loire-Atlantique, have already been imprisoned for 
debt in April 1979, for having refused to pay the‘r fines and sanctioning 
their refusal to conform with prophylactic regulations; one, a Vendean had 
his tractor and car seized, another literally took to the maquis and a third 
spent 20 days in prison. 


“until 1971 Georges Racineux was a commercial agent for the Lemaire-Boucher 
Company who, after he left, started the French union for biological farm- 
ing, an extreme rightist movement which plans to conduct a basic philo- 
sophical battle for a sound and truly genuine philosophy.” 
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Cure: "We know from experience that inoculations can be dangerous and we 
are still waiting for the veterinary world to demonstrate irrefutably 
their effectiveness" to us devlared Menard who states that "all inocula- 
tions of livestock is forbidden in Denmark" and that "many European coun- 
tries, such as Great Britain and Germany, have abandoned antibrucellosis 
inoculation,” and that “importation of living inoculated animals is for- 
bidden in the United States, Australia, Great Britain and the Nether- 
lands..." 


Also opposed to the systematic eradication of animals’ suffering from foot 
and mouth disease, the biological farmers claim that they are convinced 
that this disease can be cured, particularly by means of a quick and fairly 
inexpensive treatment based on marine magnesium chloride. 


“However, compulsory inoculation, declared Racineux, is very profitable 
for laboratories..." 


Persuaded that they are right, convinced that their methods are not 
"retro," but on the contrary, are those of the future, the advocates of 
treedom from inoculation state that they are more determined than ever, 
in the image of Menard, ready to return to prison: I am involved in 15 
lawsuits, and I do not plan to pay..." 


7993 
CSO: 5400 


47 














IVORY COAST 


TSE-TSE FLY CONTROL PROJECT REPORTED 





Abidjan FRATERNITE-MATIN in French 5 Dec 79 p 17 


[Text] As the result of problems resulting from the co-exist-ace of farmers 
and livestock breeders, special areas have been set up for zrebu herds in 
order to reduce conflicts caused by damage done to crops by the herds. 


Among these areas is the Pale zone in the northern region of the country. 
A heavy infestation of tse-tse flies previously constituted an obstacle to 
bringing in herds of zebus, which had no resistance to sleeping sickness, 
and it was therefore essential to wage a rapid and effective campaign to 
eliminate them so as to be able to use the land areas in keeping with the 
objectives of the project. 


The second operation where a fight is being waged to eliminate tse-tse flies 
is the Marahoue ranch, located along the river from which it takes its 
name, in the region of Mankono. It is the third SODEPRA [Company for the 
Development of Animal Production] ranch. 


Following the Sipilou and Abokouamekro ranches, now holding steady with 
6,000 and 4,000 head of cattle respectively, the Marahove spread will even- 
tually have 30,000 head of cattle on 100,000 hectares of land. 


The livestock raised on these ranches belongs to the N'Dama breed, whose 
resistance to sleeping sickness is well~known. The fight against the tse- 
tse fly is therefore not as urgent as in the Pale zone and the action taken 
there can consequently be associated with development and take on an experi- 
mental nature aimed at testing a wide raage of methods. 


Measures taken against tse-tse fly infestations were carried out by means 
of fixed traps, mobile traps and manual captures. 


Methods used proved to be totally effective in eradicating the tse-tse 
population. 


While some tse-tse flies may have aurvived, they do not seem to present any 
real risk of spreading from a residual population. In order to improve 
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the effectiveness of treatment, one could consider completing the first two 
waves [of released sterile male flies] with a slightly higher concentration 
in order to eliminate all females, even the older ones which turn out to be 
more resistant. 


Total elimination of resistant tse-tse flies could be guaranteed by extend- 
ing the period between waves by 2 days. Actually, the pupa period of these 
tse-tse flies seems longer because of a lower temperature in the galleries. 
Considering these improvements, one could guarantee 100-percent effective- 
ness. 


The fact remains that reinfestation from neighboring areas that are in- 
fested or under treatment is a real threat. The threat can be eliminated 
only through a gradual extension of the zones treated starting with those 
where the method of eradication was applied with priority. This presumes 
campaigns of eradication on a national and even interregional scale. 


While awaiting such programs, the establishment and maintenance of chemical 
barriers should make it possible to wage an effective struggle against a 
reinfestation that could only be slow and gradual because of the total 
disappearance of populations in the area treated. 


11,464 
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KENYA 


BRIEFS 


RABIES CONTROL MEASURE--A total of 100 stray dogs were killed at Narok 
Township last month, according to Narok district veterinary officer Dr. 
Mugo Githu. In his monthly report for December, Dr. Githu said his 
department was determined to rid the town of the menace of stray dogs and 
the possibility of a rabies outbreak. (tText] (Nairobi DAILY NATION in 
English 14 Jan 80 p 5] | 
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MALAYSIA 


BUFFALOES ATTACKED BY HEMORRHAGIC SEPTICEMIA 
Kuala Lumpur NEW STRAITS TIMES in English 20 Nov 79 p 12 


Text j 


haemorrha 
ticaemia 


g 
State veterinary of- 
ficer, Encik Suhaimai oe ae cae 


Kampung Sepri near It could bring death 
here last month were ‘ 
also believed to be suffer- Bernama 
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ZAMBIA 


BRIEFS 


FOOT-AND-MOUTH OUTBREAK--The restriction on cattle movement because of a 
prolonged outbreak of foot and mouth disease which has lasted for a year 
in Livingstone and Kalomo districts is worrying farmers and cattle buyers. 
Veterinary and tsetse control workers at three main road blocks at Simon- 
ga, Senkobo and Zimba said at the weekend that it was not known when 
vaccinations would end. They said the problem was that when they thought 
there were improvements in controlling the disease, a fresh outbreak be- 
came evident somewhere else and the operation had to continue. The dis- 
ease was persistent in the areas because some villagers did not comply 
with vaccination requirements such as driving their cattle to prescribed 
assembly points. But, according to Makunka villagers and those in Musokot- 
wane area, some of the vaccination certres were situated too far away from 
their villages particularly now that they were busy in their gardens. Mean- 
while, veterinary authorities have despatched a team to Bufwa area in 
Monze for cattle vaccination after it was reported last week that 313 head 
of cattle had died of blood quarter and haemorrhage. The disease outbreak 
came to light when seven village headmen from the area complained to 

Monze governor, Mr Shadreck Mwiimbwa, that their people had lost 313 

head of cattle since December. The headmen warned that, unless something 
was done quickly to control the outbreak, the disease would spread to 
other areas and cattle population in the district would be seriously 
reduced. [Text] [Lusaka TIMES OF 7AMBIA in English 14 Jan 80 p 7] 
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BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


CITRUS PLANT DISEASE SERIOUS-~Yesterday, in Campinas, the secretary of agri- 
culture and supply, Eduardo Pereira de Carvalho, admitted that the problem 
of citrus canker discovered in the municipalities of Monte Alto and Candido 
Rodriguez "is serious." Although last week the minister of agriculture him- 
self, Amaury Stabile, claimed that the disease was under control, the day 
before yesterday the Sao Paulo Secretariat of Agriculture published an ex- 
treme measuyre in the Official Gazette: "A ban in the two municipalities for 
60 <-vs on the picking and marketing, to prevent the spread of citrus canker." 
As of the end of last week, 50 focuses had been found, and today the number 
reached 125. According to the secretary, for the time being the disease has 
affected only Galician lemon orchards, but it could spread to the orange 
groves. Of the 551 properties in Monte Alto, 105 showed focuses of the di- 
sease,whereas, in Candido Rodrigues, 20 of the 47 properties are contaminat- 
ed. The two municipalities are located in the state's largest citrus fruit 
producing area, which accounts for nearly 90 percent of the country's orange 
exports. Farmers from Assai, in northern Parana, sent a petition to the 
state secretary of agriculture, Reinhold Stephanes, criticizing the uproot- 
ing of orchards of citrus fruit in the area. The document suggests that the 
@oney spent on the uprooting be used “for the treatment of orchards, cut- 
tings and plantings on a large scale." [Text] [Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO 
PAULO in Portuguese 17 Jan 80 p 28 


CITRUS DISEASE WIDESPREAD--Campinas--About 50 foci of citrus disease were 
discovered in the Monte Alto area, located in the largest area in the state 
of Sao Paulo which produces oranges for export; but the disease is already 
under control, according to information issued yesterday by Vitor Argollo, 
coordinator of CATI [Department of Cocrdination of Overall Technical Assis- 
tance]. According to Argollo, to combat the disease the National Campaign 
for the Elimination of Citrus Disease (CANECC) decided to eliminate the 
foci; this action consists in uprooting and burning the affected trees and 
using a tree-killing agent in the area involved. At total of 47 foci were 
verified in Monte Alto and the remainder in the municipality of Candido 
Rodrigues. Although he considers this tc be a serious citrus disease, the 
CATI coordinator believes that the foci in question have not reached the 
point of threatening the state's citric crop, which accounts for 90 per- 
cent of the country’s production. "The foci are small and their elimination 
is not sufficient to harm the growers,” Argollo asserted; last week he 
visited Monte Alto together with Eduardo Pereira de Carvallio, secretary of 
agriculture and supply, to discuss the problem with the producers. Current- 
ly, 200 experts from the regional divisions of Presidente Prudente, Marilia 
and Ribeirao Preto are making a survey in the area to see if there are any 
new foci. [Text] [Sao Paclo 0 ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 8 Jan 80 

p 27} 8568 
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INDONESIA 


BRIEFS 


COCONUT PALM BLIGHT--Coconut palms in Sungsang Village, Banyuasin II Sub- 
district, Musi Banyuasin Kegency, South Sumatra are threatened with destruc- 
tion from plant disease. Local inhabitants have named the disease “yellow 
sickness," because the leaves and shoots of trees attacked quickly turn 
yellow. The village chief of Sungsang, Ishak Usman, did not indicate how 
widespread the affected area is. However, it is said that thousands of 
trees are diseased in Sungsang and Telang District. The disease has been 
attacking coconut plantations since June. At first, the disease attacked 
wild palms; later, it spread to coconut palms on plantatiors. [Excerpt] 
[Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 12 Nov 79 p 6] 9197 
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THAILAND 


RESEARCHERS DISCOVER NEW METHOD OF CONTROLLING MOSQUITOES 
Banckok SIAM RAT in Thai 24 Dec 79 pp 1,12 


[Article: “Researchers Discover a New Mosquito Cont: 1! 
Method Involving Raising Mosquitoes to Eat Mosquitoes” | 


[Text ] Researchers are conductino experiments using giant 
mosquitoes that do not bite people to control the larva of 
man-biting mosquitoes. The first experiments were done on 
Samet Island and satisfying results were achieved. Whoever 
is interested can contact them. 


Dr Somkiat Wonathanosawat, an instructor in the public 
health department at Mahidon University, statei that based 
on the experiments involving raising giant or elephant 
mosquitoes, a type of mosquito that does not bite people 
ind that is 0.5 millimeters to 1 centimeter in size, by 
having these mosquitoes eat flower pollen, [it has been 
found that] when the larva of these mosquitoes hatch they 
will eat the larva of man-biting mosquitoes, such as 
“striped” and anopheles mosquitoes. When the larva of this 
moSquito leaves the ega, which occurs within approximately 
2 hours, the larva will immediately start to eat the larva 
of other types of mosquitoes but when it is larger it will 
stop and instead start looking for flower pollen to eat. 


Dr SomkKiat further stated that based on the first 
experiments uSing elephant mosquitoes on Samet Island, after 
distributing Crepe errr to the people and releasing them 
into bowels filled with water, it appears that the 
experiment was a success. The villagers also agreed that 
the number of man-biting mosquitoes had declined greatly. 


when asked whether cood results cam be achieved wherever 
these mosquitoes are really used like this, Dr Somkiat stated 
that this method is a biological method of killina man-biting 
mosquitoes that produces better results than using D.D.T., 
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which is certainly a poisonous substunce. Although D.D.T. 
produces immediate results, the United States is one country 
that has resolutely prohibited its use. Using elephant 
mosquitoes to kill man-biting mosquitoes is not at all 
dangerous but there must be people to raise them and they 
should be willing to teach others who are interested. 
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